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Sometimes written in dialogue or in unison, sometimes close to opera, to a
Singspiel scene or to choral music, Schubert’s vocal duets, trios and quartets
show the full variety of his creative impulses. These brief vocal ensembles
composed for gatherings of friends, the famous ‘Schubertiads’, display a skill
and a taste for freedom that hold an immediate appeal for today’s listener – for
here one sings purely for pleasure.
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